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Industry Sector Trends for the Priority Chemicals 
 
In 2003, a PC quantity was reported by facilities in over 320 different SIC codes.  Exhibit 3.19 presents 
the PC quantities (from 1999-2003) for facilities in those 24 industry sectors (SICs) that accounted for 
90 percent of the total quantity of PCs in 2003.  Facilities in 5 industry sectors accounted for over 50 
percent of the total quantity of the PCs in 2003 – SIC 3341- Secondary non-ferrous metals (16.3%), SIC 
2869- Industrial organic chemicals nec (10.7%), SIC 3312-Blast furnaces and steel mills (10 %), SIC 
2812- Alkalies and chlorine  (9.4%), and SIC 2895- Carbon Black (95.1%).   
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Exhibit 3.19. Quantity (lbs) of Priority Chemicals in the Industry Sectors (SICs) that accounted for 90 
Percent of the total Priority Chemical Quantity in 2003 
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Exhibits 3.20 and 3.21 compares the management methods employed for PCs in 1999 and 2003 – by 
facilities in the industry sectors that accounted for 90 percent of the total quantity of PCs in 2003.   
Please note that facilities in two industry sectors SIC 2895 – Carbon Black and SIC 2037- Frozen Fruits 
and Vegetables that were included in the 2003 group of top industry sectors did not report any quantity 
of PCs to TRI in 1999.  The 2003 quantities for facilities in  SIC 2895 can be attributed to the reduced 
TRI reporting threshold for mercury and mercury compounds that became effective in 2000 and the 
reporting of benzo(g,h,i)perylene that was required to be reported to TRI beginning in 2000.  There were 
no quantities of PCs reported by facilities in SIC 2037 in either 1999 or 2000.  However, in 2001, one 
facility in this industry sector, located in Maine, began reporting quantities of naphthalene and PACs.  
Several observations from this Exhibit include: 
 
Disposal 

• Facilities in 2 of the ten industry sectors with a decreased disposal quantity reported decreases of 
at least 1 million pounds: SIC 3334 – Primary Aluminum (-1.6 million pounds) and SIC 3312 – 
Blast Furnaces and Steel Mills (-1.0 million pounds).  

• Facilities in 13 of the 24 industry sectors reported an overall increase of more than 6.4 million 
pounds of PCs.  Facilities in 4 of these industry sectors accounted for most of this increase: SIC 
3341- Secondary Nonferrous Metals (+5.6 million pounds), SIC 9711 – National Security (+2.6 
million pounds), SIC 3321 – Gray and Ductile Iron Foundries (+1.5 million pounds), and SIC 
2819 – Industrial Inorganic Chemicals, nec (+1.1 million pounds). 

 
Treatment 

• Facilities in 12 of these industry sectors reported an overall decrease of about 2.8 million pounds 
of PCs going to treatment, mostly offsite.  Facilities in 3 industry sectors accounted for the 
majority of this decrease: SIC 2812 – Alkalies and Chlorine (- 9.9 million pounds), SIC 2819 – 
Industrial Inorganic Chemicals, nec (- 2.2 million pounds), and SIC 2911 – Petroleum Refining 
(- 1.5 million pounds).   

• Facilities in 11 of the industry sectors reported an increase in treatment. Large increases were 
reported by facilities in SIC 2869 – Industrial Organic Chemicals (+6.1 million pounds), SIC 
3334 – Primary Aluminum (+2.1 million pounds), and SIC 3479 – Metal Coating and Allied 
Services (+1.4 million pounds). 

 
Energy Recovery 

• Facilities in 8 of the industry sectors reported a decreased quantity of PCs going to energy 
recovery.  Most of the decrease was reported by facilities in 2 of these industry sectors SIC 3624 
– Carbon and Graphite Products (– 2.4 million pounds) and SIC 2812- Alkalies and Chorine (- 
1.3 million pounds). 

• Overall, facilities in this group of 24 industry sectors reported an increase of nearly 1 million 
pounds of PCs going to energy recovery.  Facilities in 2 of the industry sectors: SIC 2895 – 
Carbon Black (+3.4 million pounds) and SIC 2819 – Industrial Inorganic Chemicals, nec 
(906,000 pounds) accounted for most of this increase.   

 
Recycling 

• Recycling decreased by over 200 million pounds for facilities in 13 of these industry sectors.  
Facilities in 3 of these sectors accounted for most of the decrease: SIC 3341 – Secondary 
Nonferrous Metals (- 99.5 million pounds), SIC 3691 – Storage Batteries (- 59 million pounds), 
and SIC 3229 – Pressed and Blown Glass, nec (- 46 million pounds). 

• Facilities in 2 of the industry sectors reported a large increase in recycling of the PCs: SIC 2869 
– Industrial Organic Chemicals, nec (+10.9 million pounds) and SIC 3312 – Blast Furnaces and 
Steel Mills (+2.1 million pounds).   
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Exhibit 3.20. Comparison of Management Methods in 1999 for Priority Chemicals by Industry Sectors 
with 90% of Total Quantity in 2003 
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Exhibit 3.21. Comparison of Management Methods in 2003 for Priority Chemicals by Industry Sectors 
with 90% of Total Quantity in 2003 

 


